
© Copyright 2022. American Veterinary Medical Association. All rights reserved. 

Associate Director

American Veterinary Medical Association

October 10, 2022

Update on the AVMA 
Committee on 
Antimicrobials

Michael Costin DVM MBA



© Copyright 2022. American Veterinary Medical Association. All rights reserved. 

Evolution of AVMA committees on antimicrobial stewardship

• 1998: Steering committee created first AVMA policy on judicious therapeutic 
antimicrobial use

̶ Species groups followed with their own policies

• 2009: Antimicrobial Use Task Force was created to clarify the role of the veterinarian 
and level of vet involvement in all uses of antimicrobials

• 2011: Veterinary Oversight Steering Committee was created to work
with FDA on the Veterinary Feed Directive

̶ Vet must be licensed in the state in which the animals reside and must comply with 
the tenets of the VCPR in that state

• 2013: Taskforce for ABX Stewardship in Companion Animal Practice



© Copyright 2022. American Veterinary Medical Association. All rights reserved. 

The veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR)

• The veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making clinical judgments 
regarding the health of the patient and the client has agreed to follow the 
veterinarian’s instructions

• The veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the patient to initiate at least a general 
or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the patient 

• The veterinarian is readily available for follow-up evaluation 

• The veterinarian provides oversight of treatment, compliance, and outcome

• Patient records are maintained
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AVMA Committee on Antimicrobials (CoA)

• 2016: COA envisioned as the lead AVMA 
entity for all antimicrobial issues

• Antimicrobial use, resistance, and 
stewardship policy development

• Collaboration with human medical entities, 
the CDC , and international bodies on 
antimicrobial issues

• AVMA response to legislative and regulatory 
issues

• Creation of tools and information
for AVMA members and others
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First CoA task
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Tools for veterinarians

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-health/antimicrobial-use-and-antimicrobial-resistance/antimicrobial-use-veterinary-practice

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-health/antimicrobial-use-and-antimicrobial-resistance/antimicrobial-use-veterinary-practice
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Tools for veterinarians

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-health/antimicrobial-use-and-
antimicrobial-resistance/antimicrobial-use-veterinary-practice

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-health/antimicrobial-use-and-antimicrobial-resistance/antimicrobial-use-veterinary-practice
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AMR threats in animal health

2020
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AMR threats in animal health

• Stewardship and core principles

• Host species summaries

• Bacterial species fact sheets

• Technical appendix for each bacterial species

• Stand alone infographics and pathogen cards
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Another product from CDC translated into vet med

• One for dogs, another for cats

• Front side to use in the exam room for 
clients

• Backside as a resource for attending 
veterinarian

̶ C/S before prescribing?

̶ Considerations for initial therapy 
including proposed duration

̶ Clinical guidance resources
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Policy and white paper on prevention, treatment and control

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-
policies/avma-definitions-antimicrobial-use-treatment-
control-and-prevention

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30888282/

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/avma-definitions-antimicrobial-use-treatment-control-and-prevention
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30888282/
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Policy and white paper on collecting antimicrobial use data

https://doi.org/10.2460/javma.21.09.0431

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-
policies/support-collection-antimicrobial-use-data-
antimicrobial-stewardship

https://doi.org/10.2460/javma.21.09.0431
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/support-collection-antimicrobial-use-data-antimicrobial-stewardship
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Thank you!
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